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The Second International congress and exhibition EurasiaBio-2010 took place in Moscow from 12 to 15 April, 2010 (www.eurasiabio.org)
The EurasiaBIO Partnering Congress&EXPO is an annual global event for Biotechnology and Renewable Energy in Russia and countries of the CIS. The Congress was hosted by the Yu.A. Ovchynnikov Russian Biologists Society. EurasiaBio-2010 offered an unparalleled opportunity for biotechnology, pharmaceutical and energy companies, academic research institutions, and investors from around the world to gather in one place at the same time to learn about each other, meet face to face, and discuss business opportunities of mutual interest. The event brought together leading experts on biotechnology, as well as representatives of science, business and governmental organizations from Russia and more than 40 countries.
A satellite event held in the framework of EurasiaBio was the VI International Symposium «EC-Russia: Cooperation in Biotechnology, Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries and Food in the 7th Framework Programme», which also included Russian National Information Day for the Programme participants.
The key issues discussed at the symposium were the organization and prospects of scientific and technical cooperation between Russia and EU in the 7th Framework Programme, in particular: industrial biotechnology, plants for the future, forestry, fisheries and aquacultures, food for life and animal health.
The organizers of the symposium were: the Russian Ministry of Education and Science, Russian National Contact Point on FP7-TP2 «Food, Agriculture and Biotechnology» (Bio-NCP of Russia) and representatives from Brandenburg and North Rhine-Westphalia, Germany.
The symposium was a stage for prominent European scientists and leaders of major international research consortia, organizers and experts from European Technology Platforms forming the basis of the 7th Framework Programme, as well as leading Russian scientists and representatives of Russian Ministries and governmental organizations.
More than 200 specialists from Russia and 10 European countries, as well as representatives of Kazakhstan, Ukraine, Mongolia, the USA, China and India were informed about the capacities for international cooperation in the FP7.
The symposium demonstrated that scientific and technological cooperation between Russia and the EU is developing successfully on the priority «Biotechnology, Agriculture, Forestry, Fisheries & Aquaculture and Food» in the 7-th Framework Programme. The total financing for the projects under the Knowledge Based Bio-Economy concept is approximately 2 billion euros. At the moment, 24 Russian organizations are participating in 11 FP7 biotech projects.
The latest figures show that Russia is leading by number of project proposals made and is top in the «Third countries» category. This statistics demonstrates the mutual interest in cooperation between Russian and European researchers.
At the moment, there are two projects mutually coordinated by Russian and European scientific and technological priorities. These are «Plant Production of Vaccines»    (PLAPROVA) and «In Silico Rational Engineering of Novel Enzymes» (IRENE).
During her visit to Moscow, Ms Maive Rute, director of the Directorate for Biotechnologies, Food and Agriculture held negotiations with Ms Inna Bilenkina, co-chair of the Agro-Bio-Food EU-Russia working group. Moreover, the delegation of European Commission held successful bilateral negotiations with the Ministry of Agriculture of Russia and Russian Federal Agencies for Fisheries and Forestry.
Following the example of Europe, mirror technological platforms were established in Russia, such as: industrial biotechnology, food for life, forestry, fisheries and aquacultures and animal health for integration into the 7th Framework Programme. The importance of the platforms was emphasized by Aleksandr Khlunov, director of the Department of Science in High Technologies and Education of the Government of the Russian Federation, at the opening of the EurasiaBio plenary session. Mr Khlunov noted that the establishment of the platforms is a new prospective strategy which can cover all fields, such as health, food safety, agriculture and others. The strategy is oriented towards accumulation of scientific and technological results, effective planning, personnel training, as well as mobilization of human and financial resources in order to produce innovative products. Mr Khlunov also said: «Our aim is to build up a roadmap for each technological platform. These roadmaps will let us define the right development direction and people responsible for its realization.» A presentation of Russian and European technological platforms in the field of biotech was held as a part of the EurasiaBio congress.
Russian participation in the 7th Framework Programme was also the subject of discussion during Russian National Info-Day. The Info-Day included training and consultation of Russian participants for the search of partners, as well as legal and financial issues.
Round tables allowed representatives of Russian and European platforms to coordinate priorities of international cooperation in the biotech field.

The Directorate for Biotechnologies, Food and Agriculture of the European Commission was represented at an information booth during all 3 days of EXPO EurasiaBio - 2010. The organization of the booth became possible with the support of FP7 project BIO CIRCLE and Bio-NCP of Russia. The EC presence at the expo allowed Russian and foreign experts to find out more about FP7 and the potential cooperation the programme provides, as well as the capacities of Bio-NCP of Russia in the FP7. Visitors had the perfect opportunity to learn more about FP7 projects, relating to the enhancement of cooperation between Russia and the EU such as Bio-circle, Bilat-RUS, ERA.Net RUS and ACCESSRU.
EurasiaBio partnering enabled matchmaking between Bio-NCP of Russia and several foreign companies and agencies as a part of the Gate2RuBIN project http://www.fp7-bio.ru/gate2rubin/). This project is aimed at integration of Russian organizations into the large-scale European Enterprise Network (EEN).
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